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More Trust in and Stronger Voice for Local and Regional Governments

§1 We, the Members of the Council of European Municipalities and Regions,
representing one million democratically elected European politicians from 60 different
Associations in 40 countries, emphasise the crucial role of local and regional
governments in addressing the significant challenges our municipalities and regions are
facing. It is essential that the EU policymakers and national governments consult and
engage with local and regional governments when drafting new legislation.

§2 Local and regional governments are the first to respond to the multitude of today’s
societal challenges with concrete measures. However, the current design and
development of EU policies do not always enable LRGs to effectively take action in the
territory. Particularly, we highlight:

§3 Inadequate local government participation in decision-making: Local governments are
the most informed territorial entities regarding the needs of their citizens. It is essential
that they have the opportunity to actively participate in EU policy-making and be included
in the decision-making process. Lack of participation and consultation with local in the
design and implementation of European policies can lead to inefficient decisions and
unfair burden sharing between regions. It is important to highlight that this also applies to
countries that are not members of the EU but are nevertheless implementing a number of
EU rules and regulations due to the EEA Agreement.

§4 Insufficient long-term funding for the transition to sustainability: The lack of financial
support and territorial cohesion funding for local and regional governments in Europe and
the high administrative burden on existing funds may slow down the transition to
sustainable technologies and infrastructure, making it impossibte to achieve the Green
Deal objectives and threatening the economic stability of local communities.

§5 Negative social impacts and inequalities of the transition process: Implementation of
policies favouring the green transition can have negative social impacts and lead to
rural-urban divide, especially in regions with a high dependence on industry and fossil
fuels. This can lead to inequalities and social conflicts that need to be actively prevented.
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