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The organisers

CCRE

CEMR UNITED CITIES AND

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

The Council of European Mu-
nicipalities and Regions
(CEMR) is the European um-

United Cities and Local Govern-
ments (UCLG) is the world organisa-
tion with members in over 127 coun-

brella organisation of 51 na- tries in all world regions, including cities

tional associations representing and national associations.

local and regional government UCLG has a committee on water and

in 37 countries. sanitation, which aims to ensure an in-
tegrated and sustainable management

Water issues are addressed in of water resources through cooperation

CEMR’s activities in the context between local governments and the

of the EU internal market and international community.

the environmental policy. Contact:

Contact:

Marie.Bullet@ccre-cemr.org

The International Water Association
(IWA) is a global network of water profes-
sionals with members from research insti-
tutes and practitioners.

The focus of their work is on effective and
sustainable approaches to water manage-
ment, with emphasis on the science and
management of drinking water, wastewa-
ter, storm water and the conversation of
water resources throughout the world.




Background

Water and related issues play a major role at
local and regional level. The organisers have
identified three major topics to be addressed in
the conference:

1. The legal, financial and organisational
framework

2. The impact of increasing economic growth
and urbanisation

3. Challenges of the climate change

The first session will assess what means local
and regional governments have to provide good
sustainable water management service to the
citizens, looking at the effectiveness of different
organisational and legal structures (public, pri-
vate, public-private, public-public organisational
form). Complementarily, it aims to address the
financial and legal challenges in the European
internal market context and in the global setting,
with problems involving bad management and
transparency, which often cause inefficiency of
funds available. Solutions such as hydro-
solidarity and private-public financing will also be
addressed.

Cities experience more and more urbanisation
and are at the same time confronted with urban
sprawl. Consistent with the United Nations’ mil-
lennium development goal number seven, that
seeks to ensure environmental sustainability, the
second session intends to explore developments
on different continents and to present solutions
on how to face the challenges of rapid growing
population and economic growth and its impact
on the water management (e.g. planning, qual-
ity, regulations, risk management, etc.), the
main question being that of finding the fragile
balance between economic growth and success-
ful water management.

Climate change has an important impact on wa-
ter and influences many related issues that are
directly or indirectly connected to water.

The third session will address the possible con-
sequences of climate change on the use of water
for energy (e.g. cooling, refining, and hydro-
power) and the use of energy for water (e.g.
wastewater, networks, transport and treatment).
The direct impact of climate change on water
management will also be discussed, as the prob-
lems linked to water may cause: more severe
floods and droughts, as well as risks of contami-
nation of drinking water by salt-water due to the
rise in sea level. We also aim to take a broader
view and look into the meaning of costal zones
and the role they play as recreation housing,
tourism areas and how rising temperatures will
need to be taken into account in the planning
and building activities.

Some questions for discussions:

< What are the challenges that local and re-
gional authorities face at legal, organisa-
tional and financial level?

« Do they have the right instruments to handle
these challenges?

e How can fast growing cities prepare for po-
tential impact of water related questions?

¢ Are urban planners and local politicians able
to take measures at the relevant levels to
limit water related risks?

« What methods exist to handle problems like
draught and flooding at local level?

e How can local authorities prepare for the
challenges of climate change?

¢ What measures does the industry take to
contribute to a sustainable water manage-
ment?



08:30

09:00

10:30

11:15

12:45

Draft Programme

Keynote speech

Michael Haupl, CEMR President, Governor and Mayor of Vienna

Are local and regional governments’ legal, financial, organisational
instruments sufficient to ensure high quality water management to
all citizens at an affordable price?

Franco Loris Greco, Mayor of Cerisano

Marc Deconinck, Mayor of Beauvechain, Director General of the Société Wal-
lone des Eaux

Christian Oxonitsch, member of the Vienna City Council, CEEP (European
Centre of Enterprises with Public Participation)

An elected representative from Grenoble and / or the Committee of the Regions
(invited)

Piet Juncker,
Daniel Villessot, Scientific Director Suez Environment / President of Eureau
(tbc)

Moderator: Representative of OECD (invited)

Coffee Break

What is the impact of urbanisation, increasing economic growth
and fast growing cities on the provision of water services?

Elected representative from Rotterdam (EUROCITIES)

An elected representative from Romania and / or the Committee of the Regions and
/ or ICLEI and / or UCLG

Manuel Jestis MARCHENA GOMEZ, managing director, EMASESA (Aguas de
Sevilla)

Abel MUJEIRA, World Bank
Representative of the European Investment Bank
A representative of Siemens, Megacities and / or of UN University

Moderator: Ronan UHEL, European Environment Agency (invited)

Lunch break



14:00

14:30

16:00

16:45

18.00

Keynote speech
Stavros DIMAS, European Commissioner for Environment (invited)

Climate change and its challenges: how to adapt and prepare at lo-
cal and regional level?

Barbel DIECKMANN, Mayor of Bonn, CEMR Executive President, President of the
World Mayors Council on Climate Change

Abel CABALLERO ALVAREZ, Mayor of Vigo, President of the Network of Spanish
Cities for Climate

Greg NICKELS, Mayor of Seattle, leader on climate change issues in the US Con-
ference of Mayors (invited)

Elected representative from UCLG and / or ICLEI

Elected representative from Norway and / or the UK and / or the Czech Republic
Thomas GRUNEBAUM, Ruhrverband

Moderator: Wim van VIERSEN or Richard HALL (tbc)

Coffee Break

Final Panel Discussion

Bédrbel DIECKMANN, Mayor of Bonn, CEMR Executive President, President of the
World Mayors Council on Climate Change

Greg NICKELS, Mayor of Seattle, leader on climate change issues in the US Con-
ference of Mayors (invited)

Paul REITER, Executive Director, IWA

Antoine FRERAR, CEO Veolia Environment

Jean Phillipe CHAUSSADE, CEO Suez

Moderator: Jeremy SMITH, Secretary General of CEMR

END



