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CEMR POSITION ON THE REVISION OF THE “BATTERIES” DIRECTIVE

COM  (2003) 723 on batteries and accumulators and spent batteries and accumulators 

As the representative organisation of local and regional government across Europe – representing some 100.000 local and regional authorities through their national associations - CEMR welcomed  the demands formulated by the European Parliament in its first reading of the text in 2004. 

CEMR is also satisfied that the Council of Ministers has taken in some the Parliament’s demands (such as extending the producers’ financial responsibility to collection costs). CEMR welcomes the introduction of a cadmium ban in the Common Position of the Council. We favour this prevention approach rather than the end of pipe approach that characterises the Commission’s original proposal. However, this ban is much too narrow. Indeed, as medical equipment, emergency and alarm systems are also exempted, keeping power tools out of the cadmium ban means that in practice more than 70% of the cadmium used in portable batteries will still be allowed on the market when environment-friendlier, efficient and competitive alternatives to cadmium, such as NiMH (nickel—metal hydride), exist. In fact, a market survey
 has shown that many professionals today not only accept but prefer NiMH (the survey is available on request from CEMR). A full cadmium ban would save on treatment costs, protect the environment, and push the European industry to develop innovative products, adapt to new demand, ensure that the internal market is a dynamic and competitive economy – thus contributing to the goals of the Lisbon Strategy.  

 

CEMR welcomes some other elements of the Council’s compromise: the calculation of collection targets on sales rather than weight, the suppression of the costly waste quantity monitoring requirement, and the focus on heavy metals in the Commission’s report (a review report is to be published four years after the entry into force of the directive). 

Nevertheless, CEMR is disappointed with the collection targets set by the Council. Only ambitious but realistic targets, such as those demanded by the European Parliament, at the first reading and in the recommendation of the rapporteur for the second reading, can make a difference and act as real drivers to increase collection and recycling capacities and markets. 
We call on the European Parliament, in its second reading, to widen the scope of the cadmium ban and to set more ambitious collection targets. CEMR broadly supports the report of MEP Hans Blokland and calls on MEPs to support it. 
CEMR proposes one further amendment : 

Article 13 – Financing

(article 13 of  Common Position)

	1. Member States shall ensure that producers, or third parties acting on their behalf, finance any net costs arising from:

(a) the collection, treatment and recycling of all waste portable batteries and accumulators

collected in accordance with Article 7(1) and (2); and
(b) the collection, treatment and recycling of all waste industrial and automotive batteries and accumulators collected in accordance with Articles 7(3) and (4).

	1. Member States shall ensure that producers, or third parties acting on their behalf, finance any net costs arising from:

(a) the collection, treatment and recycling of all waste portable batteries and accumulators

collected in accordance with Article 7(1) and (2); public information campaigns on collecting and recycling waste portable batteries and accumulators; and 
(b) the collection, treatment and recycling of all waste industrial and automotive batteries and accumulators collected in accordance with Articles 7(3) and (4).


Public information campaigns are necessary to ensure the success of collection and recycling schemes and to avoid that users discard batteries in the general municipal waste. Local authorities, for instance, are willing to organise such campaigns. However the cost of public information campaigns should be borne by the producers of batteries. 

Thank you for your attention. For further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us; Sylvain Chevassus is the policy officer in charge of environment policy: sylvain.chevassus@ccre-cemr.org 

 Tel. 02 500 05 35. 
� Cordless power tools in the Nordic countries, Nordic Council (2005)
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