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Conseil des Communes et Régions d’Europe

Council of European Municipalities and Regions


To the Members of the

Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

in the European Parliament

Brussels, 18 September 2007

Directive on Ambient Air Quality and Cleaner Air for Europe COM (2005) 0447

Second reading in the Environment Committee of the European Parliament

Dear Member of the European Parliament,

I am writing to you regarding the draft report of Mr Holger Krahmer for the second reading of the Environment Committee on the Directive on Ambient Air Quality. I would like to draw your attention on the concerns of local and regional authorities regarding the potential implementation difficulties of the Directive.

We would like to stress that protecting the environment and the public health have always been of highest priority for CEMR. It, however, should be acknowledged that these objectives need to be tackled in a joint effort of all relevant actors. 

CEMR supports the ambitious goals of Mr Krahmers draft report. From local and regional authorities’ perspective, however, the more stringent targets are to be realized only in combination with sufficient flexibility for implementing the legislation and ambitious EU-wide source-based measures. We believe that these three aims should be tackled simultaneously, as part of a package, in order to reach a maximum level of progress. 

Local and regional authorities need some flexibility in order to be able to gradually and effectively attain the limit values on the various pollutants. Many cities throughout the EU are experiencing difficulties to comply with the existing limit value on particulate matter PM10. The value of 20 μg/m³ for PM2,5, as proposed by Mr. Krahmer, can not be met by large urban areas under the current conditions. We, therefore, support amendments 7 and 17 of Mr Krahmer’s report. 

Having expressed our position, we would like to urge you to:

1. reintroduce Art.31 or find other ways of linking the achievement of proposed limit values to an ambitious source-based EU policy on polluting emissions. There are limitations to what local and regional authorities can achieve on their own terms. It is not realistic, and moreover – it is unsustainable, to aim at systematic improvement of the air quality in Europe, by only abating the symptoms but not the causes for the pollution. We insist that the transport, industry and agricultural sectors are duly involved in tackling the air pollution.

2. make sure that Amendment 21 is altered to include also the agricultural sector. Furthermore, it should stress that Community measures should enforce rather than just encourage emissions reductions. 

We would like to kindly ask you to take our concerns into consideration and table the proposed from us amendments to Mr Krahmer’s Report for the voting in the Environment Committee on 9th October 2007 (please find them attached in the Annex). 

If you have questions on our comments, please do not hesitate to contact Emilia Stantcheva, CEMR’s policy officer on environment (Tel: 02 500 05 38; email: emilia.stantcheva@ccre-cemr.org).

Best regards,

Angelika Poth-Mögele

ANNEX

New article 31
	Text proposed by the Commission


	Amendments by Parliament

	
	Community measures to reduce emissions at source

If the necessary Community measures to reduce emissions at source, as referred to in Annex XVII, have not entered into force by 1 January 2010, a Member State shall be granted a derogation period for PM2,5 and PM10 of two years from 1 January 2010 onwards, if it is taking the necessary steps to reduce air pollution. The total derogation period shall not exceed the periods specified in Article 20(1) and (3).




New annex XVII
	Text proposed by the Commission


	Amendments by Parliament

	
	ANNEX XVII

MEASURES TO BE TAKEN AT SOURCE TO ENABLE MEMBER STATES TO ATTAIN AIR QUALITY LIMIT VALUES WITHIN THE SET TIME LIMITS

–
inclusion of 20 to 50 megawatt combustion plants in Directive 96/61/EC;

–
EURO VI for heavy vehicles;

–
new standards for domestic heating installations;

–
measures coordinated at Community level to enforce ship owners to reduce emissions, and/or to introduce standards for emissions from ships' engines of EU ships, or new standards for emissions from ships' engines to be agreed at IMO level.
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